
5 Ways Mughal Rule Transformed South Asia 
 
 
Through a combination of invasion, culture, and curry, the Mughal Empire ruled over the Indian 
subcontinent from 1526 to 1857. Simmering in pots all around the world, braided into languages, 
and engraved in marble, their legacy is anything but inconspicuous. You are feeling the lingering 
effects of Mughal rule whether you are eating biryani or standing in front of the Taj Mahal. 
These are five ways that they changed South Asia, either positively or negatively for biryani. 
 

1. Architectural Wonders That Continue to Make the Internet Go Crazy 
 

The Mughals turned raised the ante after importing the splendor of the Perso-Islamic realm. They 
constructed towns with elaborate tilework, arches, minarets, and domes as though marble had 
limitless resources and time. The Red Fort, Jama Masjid, and Fatehpur Sikri remain as reminders 
of their imperial flair. 
 

 
 
The Taj Mahal, the most photographed mausoleum in history and the tomb for Mumtaz Mahal 
constructed by a distraught Shah Jahan, is the main attraction. With its beautiful gardens, 
reflecting ponds, white marble, and Quranic calligraphy, it is more than just a structure; it is a 
UNESCO flex, a honeymoon destination, and a national symbol. 
 



2. Cultural Syncretism: Empires Taking Over Everything  
 
The Mughals did more than just conquer; they also assimilated. They had semi-nomadic Central 
Asian ancestry, thus they had some experience adjusting to differences. Taking it a step further, 
Emperor Akbar established Din-e-Ilahi, a religious experiment that combined Zoroastrianism, 
Jainism, Hinduism, Sufism, and a dash of imperial ambition. 
 
It represented a time of unrestricted communication, even though it didn't catch on because, as it 
turns out, people don't like having their gods renamed. In this furnace of blending beliefs and 
ideologies, Sikhism also arose, albeit frequently against the Mughals. 
 

3. Literature and Language: Persian, Poetry, and Power 
 
Persian poetry was the Mughals' love language, if there was one. Poetry, metaphors, and 
sorrowful looks at the moon filled their courts. In India, Persian—which was already the 
dominant language of high culture in Central Asia—became the language of elite identification, 
literature, and governance. 
 
Simultaneously, a soldier's slang was emerging: Urdu, also known as lashkar, the Mughal camp 
language, which was a useful combination of Persian, Arabic, Turkish, and Indian dialects. It is 
now the national language of Pakistan and one of the most poetic languages in South Asia. 
 

4. Paintings in Miniature with the Most Detail 
 

 
 

The purpose of Mughal art was to amaze, not to impress. Miniature paintings flourished under 
imperial patronage, depicting everything from natural flora and fauna to courtly romance, bloody 
wars, and royal hunts. 



 
These were visual archives rather than merely works of art; they were the Instagram of their era, 
but with superior brushwork. Many of them are currently on display in museums all around the 
world, where their exquisite detail, vibrant colors, and overwhelming scale on such small 
canvases cause people to gasp. 
 

5. The Global Menu Was Transformed by Culinary Fusion 
 
As one might anticipate from Central Asian steppe warriors, the Mughals had a strong preference 
for meat. However, things rapidly got out of hand once Indian spices were introduced. The 
outcome? Rich curries, kebabs, and biryani that taste like diplomatic success. 
 

 
 
Now a worldwide sensation, Mughlai food may be found in microwave meals, spice kits, and 
upscale restaurants in London as well as street stalls in Delhi. You owe the Mughals your 
appreciation, and possibly your gym membership, if you've ever returned for seconds. 


